l6o                     VEDDER LECTURES.

Ignatius, Quadratus, Justin Martyr, Tatian, Ter-
tullian, Eusebius, with about a hundred and
twenty other authors within the first five cen-
turies. In spite of all forms of opposition and
persecution, Christianity notoriously ascended
the throne of the Caesars within four hundred
years, overspread the then known world, uproot-
ing Paganism as the established religion of the
Roman Empire, and took its room!

Such are the historical evidences by which the
a posteriori argument establishes the integrity of
the Scriptures and the truth of the religion
founded upon them in every point. Plainly they
pile up mountains round about the citadel of Re-
vealed Truth that infidelity cannot hide from
view by all the fogs it can possibly create. The
very line of argument sometimes taken to dis-
credit them operates with unrelenting power
against every historical record upon earth of
more than a century old. It therefore proves
quite too much, and thus infidelity is shown to be
a conspicuous failure. I think it is entirely too late
in the day to make any more formal defence of
the Evangelists against the aspersions of their
very sagacious critics. If they think that these
authors, born and bred in obscurity, whom they
are fond of representing as impersonations of ig-
norance, have invented the character of Christ
and the religion of Christianity, I submit whether
they have not forfeited all claim to be heard on
any matter of literary, historical, or speculative
importance. Whether they be professors or
peasants, an attempt to impose upon the common-